
Richard Greenhalgh: Chair United Church Schools Foundation Ltd 
Jon Coles CEO United Learning Trust (ULT) 
Sally Coates Director of Secondary Academies (ULT) 
 
We are Parents for John Roan, who represent over 300 parents and their families at John 
Roan, alongside a growing number of school communities nationally, who are opposed to 
our schools becoming academies. 
 
We understand you have been identified as the sponsor of our school and you intend to take 
over the responsibility for the education of our children from September 2019. 
 
Can we make it clear that we are implacably opposed to charitable companies, businesses 
and academy chains, free schools etc. running schools. We believe that schools should be 
publicly owned and run democratically through local Education Authorities and that all our 
schools should be returned to local democratic control. 
 
We understand that the Education and Adoption Act 2016 empowers the Secretary of State 
to forcibly remove schools from local authorities and hand them over to Multi Academy 
Trusts (MATs), even when there is no such support for this amongst key stakeholders of the 
school community. 
 
We ask that you respect the views of the majority of parents and school staff at John Roan 
and withdraw your decision to impose your organisation on our community. 
 
The UST attempted to takeover our school but teachers, parents and the wider community 
united in opposition and through our own due diligence, exposed them as inappropriate and 
they withdrew. 
 
In a letter to parents on December 20th 2018, Graham Price (CEO UST) wrote that the trust 
had pulled out after it had “become clear that the school has a very wide range of 
deeply-embedded educational, financial and operational challenges that will require a truly 
exceptional level of investment and a sponsor with extensive resources to call upon.” 
 
According to United Church Schools Foundation Ltd (UCSF) who runs the subsidiary ULT 
you were in deficit by a staggering £25 million reported in your financial accounts 2017. This 
does not fill us with confidence that you can invest in our children's future. What is the 
current deficit of UCSF for 2018/9? 
 
The UCSF who controls the subsidiary ULT and pays for its Executive Officers, reports 
salaries of up to £240K and another 6 salaries of £160K and above in 2017. Can you inform 
us which officers are in receipt of such excessive salaries? 
 
Salaries of Directors of Education that run Schools across a whole authority (100 schools 
approx) average £140K per annum. How can you possibly justify salaries that exceed that of 
the UK Prime Minister? 
 



In literature on the USCF it states explicitly that your charity is 'anchored to the Church of 
England'. We are a multi faith school with a secular ethos and wish to remain so. 
 
We have contacted the NEU and the GMB and they inform us that you do not adhere to 
national terms and conditions for teachers and support staff who work in Local Authority 
schools. How can we respect an organisation that thinks it acceptable to give their staff less 
rights than those in the public sector? 
 
We have concerns about the 'one size fits all’ approach to your curriculum where you state 
that every school is expected to follow the same content and assessment format. This is a 
very top down and rigid approach to learning. We want teachers to work creatively with our 
children not instruct them by 'rote’. 
 
We would like the opportunity to meet you in person to discuss why we think you are a 
wholly inappropriate sponsor for our school. We believe you will not protect and defend our 
traditions, our staff, our rich diversity or our caring community ethos that genuinely puts our 
children first. 
 
Our school does not belong to us or you. It is no one's single property. It belongs to our 
community: past, present and future. In the traditions of our founder John Roan, we will do 
everything to protect it for future generations of Greenwich children and their families. 
 
We are more than willing to meet you at your Peterborough offices. 
 
We await your response. 
 
Yours, 
 
Names of 311 parents, families and supporters (not included when shared on social media) 
 


